
Concept and Editing by
Sharon S. Horowitz, Executive Director

Holocaust Memorial Miami Beach

THE UNSTOPPABLE 
Siggi B. Wilzig

HOLOCAUST SURVIVOR AND 
WALL STREET LEGEND

Lesson Plans

1



With the generous support and encouragement of Ivan Wilzig

2



Table of Contents 

OVERVIEW

LESSON ONE Antisemitism and Resistance

LESSON TWO Life and Death in Camps

LESSON THREE Call to Action: The Importance of 

Teaching the Holocaust, Fighting Holocaust Denial, and 

Taking Personal Responsibility to Stand Up to Injustice

3

4

6

23

41



Overview

Siegbert Wilzig was born on March 11, 1926 into a German Jewish family in the town of 
Krojanke in West Prussia, Germany. By 1945, fifty-nine members of Siegbert’s family were 
murdered in the Holocaust and he was one of the few survivors in his family. In 1947, 
Siegbert arrived in the United States as an immigrant with only a grammar school 
education and a mere $240 in his pocket. By the end of his career, Siegbert was the 
President, CEO, and Chairman of a New York Stock Exchange-listed oil company and a 
multibillion-dollar commercial bank who also dedicated his time and philanthropy 
towards Holocaust education.

This three-part series of 45-minute lessons provides Florida middle and high school
students with an introduction to the study of the Holocaust through the experiences of 
Siegbert Wilzig, a German Jewish survivor of Auschwitz– a concentration and death 
camp in occupied-Poland– and Mauthausen– a concentration camp in upper Austria– 
who would become an immigrant and successful businessman in the United States. 
These lessons can be taught alone or in conjunction with Joshua M. Greene’s biography, 
Unstoppable: Siggi B. Wilzig’s Astonishing Journey from Auschwitz Survivor and Penniless 
Immigrant to Wall Street Legend and the accompanying short film, I’m Still in Auschwitz. 
Excerpts of Unstoppable and I’m Still in Auschwitz are woven into each lesson.

The lessons focus on three distinct periods in the long-arc of Jewish experience during 
the Holocaust, weaving the particular experiences of Siegbert Wilzig into the larger 
narratives of antisemitism, attempted destruction of the Jewish people, survival, and 
resilience. 

The series begins by exploring antisemitism in Nazi Germany by looking at propaganda 
and the 1935 Nuremberg Laws while telling the story of Siegbert Wilzig and his family as 
they navigated and attempted to resist persecution in Siegbert’s hometown of Krojanke in 
West Prussia, Germany and– after the family relocated– Berlin, the capital of Germany.

The second lesson directly confronts the attempted destruction of all of the Jewish 
people by looking at concentration and death camps, using maps and a timeline to 
underscore the magnitude and step-by-step stages of the Holocaust. This second lesson 
focuses on Siegbert Wilzig’s two years of forced labor, his deportation to Auschwitz, and 
his eventual liberation by American forces. In doing so, the lesson situates his personal 
story within the larger experience of life and death in camps. 
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The third lesson focuses on Siggi B. Wilzig’s experiences in postwar America from his 
first job shoveling snow to becoming President, CEO, and Chairman of two publicly traded 
corporations in oil and banking- two of America’s most antisemitic industries at the time. 
The lesson also emphasizes his unwavering commitment to Holocaust education and 
the preservation of Holocaust memory.

These lessons include differentiation for middle and high school audiences. Throughout 
the lessons, students engage with multiple modalities, when asked to read nonfiction and 
poetry, view films, look at photos and propaganda, study timelines, and examine maps. 

The lessons explicitly include opportunities for social and emotional learning and 
encourage critical thinking and community development through discussion of harrowing 
content. 

Essential Questions
1. How were Jewish people perceived and treated by Nazi Germany?
2. What was the Holocaust?
3. Why remember the Holocaust?
4. What burdens and responsibilities are part of a Holocaust survivor’s life?

Enduring Understandings
● Antisemitism denies the humanity of the Jewish people.
● The Holocaust was the systematic and state-sponsored destruction of the Jewish 

people by Nazi Germany and its allies.
● Jewish people were not passive in their oppression by Nazi Germany but 

attempted to resist, escape, and survive.
● Surviving the Holocaust meant living with the nightmares of oppression and the 

deaths of family and community members while rebuilding a life.
● Remembering the Holocaust preserves the memory of those who died and fosters 

awareness of the conditions that lead to other forms of genocide.

Florida Holocaust Education Standards
● SS.68.HE.1.1- Examine the Holocaust as the planned and systematic

state-sponsored persecution and murder of Jews by Nazi Germany and its
collaborators between 1933 and 1945

● SS.912.HE.2- Explain the significant events, public policies and experiences of the
Holocaust

● SS.912.HE.3- Discuss the impact and aftermath of the Holocaust
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LESSON ONE

Antisemitism and 
Resistance
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Description

During this lesson, students will examine the ways in which the Jewish people were 
stereotyped, dehumanized, and deprived of citizenship rights in Nazi Germany in the 
1930s while also focusing on the family experiences of the Wilzigs as they navigated this 
precarious social and political landscape. 

The lesson begins by having students define the Holocaust, reflecting on their prior 
knowledge and where they have encountered the Holocaust in their studies and media 
depictions. 

Next, students will engage in visual analysis of antisemitic propaganda. This is an 
opportunity to examine stereotypes and the way Jews were dehumanized through media 
representations in Nazi Germany.

Building upon the examination of stereotypes, students will then be presented with the 
1935 Nuremberg laws in order to understand how antisemitic ideas became codified in 
law by the Nazi Regime. 

This will prepare students to focus on the Wilzig family and the ways in which their lives 
were upended due to antisemitic persecution in the 1930s. Students will examine 
photographs of the Wilzig family, in drastic contrast to the dehumanizing visuals 
produced by Nazi propagandists in conjunction with excerpts from Joshua M. Greene’s 
biography of Siegbert, Unstoppable: Siggi B. Wilzig’s Astonishing Journey from Auschwitz 
Survivor and Penniless Immigrant to Wall Street Legend.

This lesson provides an overview of antisemitism in Nazi Germany while focusing on the 
experiences of one particular German Jewish family in the 1930s.

Themes
● Antisemitic Stereotyping: The Jewish people were systematically dehumanized 

through propaganda under Nazi Germany.
● Legal and Systematic Persecution: In the 1930s, Nazi Germany used law and 

government institutions to systematically deprive Jews of citizenship rights. 
● Jewish Agency: Jewish individuals such as Siegbert Wilzig responded to 

persecution and were not passively oppressed. 
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Supporting Questions
1. How were Jewish people depicted in Nazi-era antisemitic representations?
2. What were the Nuremberg laws and what did they mean for Germans Jews?
3. How was the Wilzig family impacted by antisemitism in 1930s Nazi Germany?
4. How did Siegbert Wilzig intervene on behalf of members of his family in the 

1930s?

Materials
● Antisemitism and Resistance Graphic Organizer (Middle School)
● Antisemitic Propaganda Images 
● Modified text of The Nuremberg Laws
● I’m Still in Auschwitz: Part One
● Unstoppable Siggi B. Wilzig Images and Quotations Handout 

LESSON PROCEDURES

Activator

Begin the lesson by asking students to independently reflect and write down their 
definition of the Holocaust, drawing from their prior knowledge. Pose the question:

What was the Holocaust and how can you describe these events?

Learning Objectives
By the end of this lesson, students will be able to:
● Examine antisemitic Nazi-era propaganda, understanding the ways these 

representations dehumanized Jews.
● Study the 1935 Nuremberg Laws, discussing the ways these laws codified 

antisemitism into a legal code that persecuted Jews.
● Analyze the experience of Siegbert Wilzig and his family in 1930s Germany and 

the way they attempted to resist persecution.
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The Holocaust was the systematic, state-sponsored persecution and murder of six 
million European Jews by the Nazi German regime and its allies and collaborators. 
The Holocaust was an evolving process that took place throughout Europe between 
1933 and 1945.

As a whole class, ask students to identify key words or phrases in this definition. Discuss 
these with students, emphasizing the importance of each component of this definition.
Let students know that 1.5 million Jewish children and teenagers were murdered. 

Middle School Modification 
Use Section Two of the Antisemitism and Resistance Graphic Organizer. Have 
students circle words that are new and unfamiliar. Develop working definitions of 
each component of the definition of the Holocaust.

Note to Teachers

Emphasize “systematic” and “state-sponsored” to ensure students recognize the deliberate 
and official nature of these policies which differ from spontaneous or mob-led violence. 
Underscore that Jews were deliberately targeted for destruction and that perpetrators were 
not only a narrow group of Nazi officials. Reinforce the scope in geography and time, as 
Jews were targeted beyond Germany and that persecution began before the official start of 
World War II.

Explain that in this lesson, students will develop a more precise definition of the 
Holocaust while understanding the role of antisemitism in Nazi Germany during the 
1930s and the ways in which antisemitic persecution impacted the lives of one family in 
particular- the Wilzigs. 

Defining the Holocaust

Share the Holocaust Encyclopedia definition of the Holocaust:

Middle School Modification 

Use Section One of the Antisemitism and Resistance Graphic Organizer to help 
students organize their ideas. 
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Discuss the images, encouraging students to share their impressions.

Introduce two definitions of antisemitism.

Antisemitism is the belief that Jews have common repellent and/or ruinous 
qualities that set them apart from non-Jews. 
(Peter Hayes, Why? Explaining the Holocaust, page 3)

Modern antisemites claimed that their views were scientific, based on the biological 
“facts” of blood and race… the notional of “Jewishness” as a race was invented. 
(Doris L. Bergen, War and Genocide: A Concise History of the Holocaust, page 18)

Read the following excerpts from Adolf Hitler’s Mein Kampf: 

The mightiest counterpart to the Aryan is represented by the Jew…

The Jew stops at nothing, and his vileness becomes so gigantic that no one need 
be surprised if among our people the personification of the Devil as the symbol of 
all evil assumes the living shape of the Jew.

Middle School Modification 

Use Section Three of the Antisemitism and Resistance Graphic Organizer. Only 
have students view “The Eternal Jew” and have them write their responses 
using the guiding questions found on the organizer:

What facial expressions and physical traits does this image show?
What message about Jews does this image send?
How might this image shape the way people saw Jews in Nazi Germany?

Visual Analysis: Antisemitic Propaganda 

View the Antisemitic Propaganda Images which present students with Nazi-era 
stereotypes of Jews. 

Post images around the classroom and have students silently view them in a gallery 
walk. Frame the images with chart paper so that students can write their impressions as 
they view each image. 
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Note to Teachers

The film I’m Still in Auschwitz includes visuals and verbal descriptions of the Holocaust 
that may be difficult for some students to experience. 

Siegbert Wilzig and Antisemitism 

Introduce the class to the Wilzig family and the experiences of Siegbert Wilzig during the 
1930s under the Nazi German Regime. 

Begin by screening the film I’m Still in Auschwitz: Part One and explain that the video 
focuses on the life of Siegbert Wilzig. 

Middle School Modification 
Use Section Four of the Antisemitism and Resistance Graphic Organizer. Have 
students work in small groups to answer the following questions: 
● What did the Nuremberg Laws say about:

○ Jews and marriage?
○ Jews and citizenship?
○ Jews and voting?

● How did the Nuremberg Laws define who was Jewish?

Close Reading: Nuremberg Laws

Distribute a modified version of the 1935 Nuremberg Laws to students, explaining that 
these laws were based on antisemitic views of Jews as inferior to Germans and that this 
was one way in which perceptions of Jews were codified into a legal form of 
discrimination.

Have students work with a partner to discuss the consequences of these laws for Jews 
within Germany. 
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Return to the Nazi-era propaganda images now that students have read these two 
definitions of antisemitism. Discuss these images by having students consider the 
following question,

How do these antisemitic propaganda images represent Jews as “repellent” by 
focusing on “biological facts”? 



Using these photos and quotations, have students independently learn about Siegbert’s 
childhood as it related to antisemitism within Nazi Germany. Have them consider the 
following questions while reading independently and prior to a whole-class discussion:

What about Siegbert’s childhood did you find:
Surprising?
Interesting?
Troubling?

Conclusion

Conclude the lesson by having students discuss the way Siegbert Wilzig and his family 
had their lives upended because of antisemitism in Nazi Germany. As students the 
following questions:

What did antisemitism mean for Siegbert Wilzig and his family in 1930s Germany?
What did Siegbert do to resist the persecution of Jews during the 1930s?
What happened to Siegbert and his family even though they resisted persecution?

Pose one final question to students:
How did propaganda make it possible for Nazis to kill women and children without 
feeling any guilt?

Note to Teachers

Excerpts from Joshua M. Greene’s Unstoppable have been modified for length and clarity 
for this exercise. 

Distribute the Unstoppable Siggi B. Wilzig Images and Quotations Handout which 
includes photos and quotations from Joshua M. Greene’s biography about Siegbert, 
Unstoppable.
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After screening, ask students, 
Where was Siegbert born?
How many people lived in Krojanke, West Prussia?
How many Jews lived in Krojanke?
What did Siegbert witness in 1938?



Part Two

Circle words that are new or unfamiliar.

The Holocaust was the systematic, state-sponsored persecution and murder of six million 
European Jews by the Nazi German regime and its allie and collaborators. The Holocaust 
was an evolving process that took place throughout Europe between 1933 and 1945.

Antisemitism and Resistance Graphic Organizer

Part One
 

What was the Holocaust? 

How can you describe these events? 

Systematic

State-sponsored

Nazi German Regime

Nazi Allies and 
Collaborators

13



What did the Nuremberg Laws say about:

● Jews and marriage?

● Jews and citizenship?

● Jews and voting?

How did the Nuremberg Laws define who was Jewish?

Part Three

What facial expressions and physical traits does 
this image show?

What message about Jews does this image send?

How might this image shape the way people saw 
Jews in Nazi Germany?

Part Four
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Illustration from Trust No Fox in the Green Meadow and No Jew on his Oath 
The headlines in the image read, “Jews are our misfortune” and “How the Jew cheats” (1936)
Courtesy of US Holocaust Memorial Museum

Antisemitic Propaganda Images

15

https://encyclopedia.ushmm.org/content/en/photo/antisemitic-childrens-book-illustration


Antisemitic Propaganda Images

Page from Der Gifpilz (The Poisonous Mushroom) published by Julius Streicher (1938)
Caption reads: "The Jewish nose is crooked at its tip. It looks like the number six..."
Courtesy of US Holocaust Memorial Museum 
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Advertisement for the film, The Eternal Jew, directed by Fritz Hippler (1940)
“A documentary about world Jewry.”
Courtesy of US Holocaust Memorial Museum

Antisemitic Propaganda Images
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1935 Nuremberg Laws

September 15, 1935

SECTION 1

1. Marriages between Jews and nationals of German or kindred blood are 
forbidden. 

SECTION 2

Relations outside marriage between Jews and nationals for German or kindred 
blood are forbidden.

1. A person who acts contrary to the prohibition of section 1 will be punished with 
hard labor.

2. A person who acts contrary to the prohibition of section 2 will be punished with 
imprisonment or with hard labor.

First Supplementary Decree of November 14, 1935

ARTICLE 1.

The Reich Minister of the Interior, in conjunction with the Deputy to the Fuehrer, 
may revoke citizenship.

ARTICLE 2.

The provisions of Article I shall apply also to subjects who are of mixed Jewish 
blood.

An individual of mixed Jewish blood is one who is descended from one or two 
grandparents who, racially, were full Jews, insofar that he is not a Jew.

ARTICLE 3. 

Only citizens of the Reich, as bearers of full political rights, can exercise the right 
of voting in political matters, and have the right to hold public office. The Reich 
Minister of the Interior, or any agency he empowers, can make exceptions during 
the transition period on the matter of holding public office. The measures do not 
apply to matters concerning religious organizations.
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ARTICLE 4.

A Jew cannot be a citizen of the Reich. He cannot exercise the right to vote; he 
cannot hold public office.

ARTICLE 5

A Jew is an individual who is descended from at least three grandparents who 
were, racially, full Jews…

A Jew is also an individual who is descended from two full-Jewish grandparents if:

(a) he was a member of the Jewish religious community when this law was 
issued, or joined the community later;

(b) when the law was issued, he was married to a person who was a Jew, or was 
subsequently married to a Jew;

(c) he is the issue from a marriage with a Jew, in the sense of Section I, which was 
contracted after the coming into effect of the Law for the Protection of German 
Blood and Honor of September 15, 1935;

(d) he is the issue of an extramarital relationship with a Jew, in the sense of 
Section I, and was born out of wedlock after July 31, 1936.
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(1932: Siegbert, age six, holds a cone full of 
candy on his first day of school in Germany)

“In addition to attending 

regular school, Siegbert 

[Siggi] took classes twice a 

week at a nearby religious 

school, where the local 

rabbi instructed children in 

the basics of Judaism and 

the Hebrew language.”

Unstoppable Siggi B. Wilzig 
Images and Quotations Handout

“Siegbert [Siggi] Wilzig was 

born on March 11, 1926, the 

second youngest of eight 

children born to Sophie 

Sommerfeld and Isidore 

Wilzig, who lived in the town 

of Krojanke in West Prussia, 

Germany.”

20



“Spring 1936 Siegbert and family fled attacks by antisemites in their 
West Prussian village of Krojanke, Germany. After dark, the Wilzigs 
climbed into an open wagon and made their way to Berlin, where cousins 
arranged rooms for them in a three-story apartment building.”

“Despite the hardships, many Jews, including the Wilzigs, took great 
pride in their German ancestry. There had been Wilzigs in Germany for 
more than six generations, and like other Jews in the region, Siegbert’s 
father, Isidore, had been a soldier during World War I and thought of 
himself as a German first and a Jew second.”

1937: Siegbert (bottom left) and his family in Berlin

“By 1936, it was impossible for Jews to do business in Krojanke. 
The Wilzigs fled to Berlin, as rumor had it that Jews still had a 

chance to make a living in the German capital.”

“By the late 1930s, Jewish children were no longer allowed to 
attend school, and Siegbert’s schooling came to an abrupt end.”
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“Siegbert risked his life scaling embassy 
walls, breaking into offices, and gathering 
up rubber stamps. With the stolen tools, 

he forged three visas.”

(Siegbert’s Father, Isidore Wilzig)

“By 1938, the German army had 
conscripted most men capable of 

handling weapons. That left a workforce 
inadequate to meet the production needs 
of the German army. The police rounded 

up whoever remained.”

“Siegbert insisted that his sister Jenny and 
her husband accept the forged visas. On 
June 10, 1940, as Hitler’s forces were 
marching into France, Belgium, and 
Holland, Jenny and her husband left 
Germany and settled in Shanghai, China. 
From Shanghai they made their way to the 
Dominican Republic before departing for 
the United States.”

“Siegbert borrowed his brother’s bicycle 
and conducted reconnaissance around 
Berlin. By listening in on conversations in 
cafes, he learned that some people were 
managing to escape Europe by securing 
exit visas.”

“In 1943, sixteen-year-old Siegbert was in 
the middle of a night shift at the Weber 
Lamp Factory when an officer walked in 
and arrested him.”
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LESSON TWO

Life and Death in Camps
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Description 

During this lesson, students will focus on the attempted destruction of the Jewish people 
by focusing on concentration and death camps while engaging with Siegbert Wilzig’s 
particular story of surviving Auschwitz. 

The lesson begins by having students read excerpts from “I Cannot Forget,” a poem about 
being surrounded by menacing forces during the Holocaust. 

The lesson continues as students study a timeline of the Holocaust, examining the ways 
in which it unfolded and escalated step-by-step. 

Students will focus on a map of concentration and death camps in order to understand 
the widespread and systematic nature of the Holocaust. 

Using segments of the I’m Still at Auschwitz film, excerpts from Unstoppable, and photos, 
students will focus on the particularities of Siegbert Wilzig’s experiences. This will 
emphasize the way Siegbert performed different jobs in Auschwitz, his bearing witness to 
the death of his father, and the relationship he had with Lothar Nartelski, a friend who 
also survived Auschwitz.

This lesson introduces students to the experiences of those who lived through Auschwitz, 
emphasizing the efforts made to survive, the unpredictability of death versus survival, 
personal loss, and relationships among the oppressed. 

Themes
● Systematic and State-Sponsored: The Holocaust was an industrialized and 

methodical attempt to destroy Jewish peoplehood while targeting many other 
“undesirable” communities.

● Witness Accounts: The magnitude of suffering during the Holocaust may feel 
abstract but individual accounts make it undeniably real and personal. 

Learning Objectives
By the end of this lesson, students will be able to:
● Understand the scope and magnitude of the Holocaust as occurring in 

step-by-step stages, using a timeline and map of concentration and death camps.
● Recognize the value of Holocaust survivor testimony in studying and remembering 

the persecution that unfolded during the Holocaust. 
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Materials
● “I Cannot Forget” by Alexander Kimel
● Timeline of the Holocaust: 1933-1945
● Map of Concentration and Death Camps
● I’m Still in Auschwitz: Part Two
● I’m Still in Auschwitz: Part Three 
● Unstoppable Siggi B. Wilzig Images and Quotations Handout 
● Life and Death in Camps Graphic Organizer (Middle School) 

Supporting Questions
1. What were concentration and death camps?
2. What were death marches?
3. What did Siegbert Wilzig experience and witness in Auschwitz and throughout the 

Holocaust?
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LESSON PROCEDURES
Activator 

Begin by reading the “I Cannot Forget,” by Jewish Holocaust survivor Alexander Kimel.

Do I want to remember?
The peaceful ghetto, before the raid:
Children shaking like leaves in the wind.
Mothers searching for a piece of bread.
Shadows, on swollen legs, moving with fear.
No, I don’t want to remember, but how can I forget?

Do I want to remember, the creation of hell?
The shouts of the Raiders, enjoying the hunt.
Cries of the wounded, begging for life.
Faces of mothers carved with pain.
Hiding Children, dripping with fear.
No, I don’t want to remember, but how can I forget?

Do I want to remember, my fearful return?
Families vanished in the midst of the day.
The mass grave steaming with vapor of blood.
Mothers searching for children in vain.
The pain of the ghetto, cuts like a knife.
No, I don’t want to remember, but how can I forget?

Do I want to remember, the wailing of the night?
The doors kicked ajar, ripped feathers floating the air.
The night scented with snow-melting blood.
While the compassionate moon, is showing the way.
For the faceless shadows, searching for kin.
No, I don’t want to remember, but I cannot forget.

Do I want to remember this world upside down?
Where the departed are blessed with an instant death.
While the living condemned to a short wretched life,
And a long tortuous journey into unnamed place,
Converting Living Souls, into ashes and gas.
No. I Have to Remember and Never Let You Forget.



Explain to the class that they will spend this lesson studying the concentration and death 
camps where much of the systematic and state-sponsored murder of Jews took place 
during the Holocaust and that they focus on the experiences of Siegbert Wilzig who 
survived the Auschwitz and Mauthausen camps. 

The Holocaust Across Time and Space

Introduce students time and space as two ways to encounter the scope how the 
Holocaust transpired step-by-step. 

Have students look at the Timeline of the Holocaust: 1933-1945 and have students work 
in small groups. In groups, have students identify and discuss benchmarks of 
persecution, focusing on the following questions: 

How did the persecution of Jews evolve from 1933 to 1945?
What does this timeline reveal about the Holocaust as something that unfolded 
step-by-step?
What can a timeline alone not explain about this systematic and state-sponsored 
destruction of Jewish people?  

Bring students back together as a whole class and project or distribute the Map of 
Concentration and Death Camps. Emphasize the difference between the types of camps 
found on the map. Explain that death camps were sites where Jews and victims were 
sent with the explicit intention of murder whereas concentration camps were sites of 
death but also of forced slave labor. Ask students: 

What do you notice about the location of death camps? 
Why does this location matter in understanding the Holocaust?
What does the amount of camps reveal about the way Jews were persecuted during 
the Holocaust?

Middle School Modification 

Use Part One of the Life and Death in Camps Graphic Organizer in order to help 
students organize their thoughts and define new words found in the poem. 

Have students turn-and-talk to a partner, considering the following questions:
How does this poem make you feel?
What imagery stands out to you? Why?
How may the poet have felt when writing this poem?
What questions does this poem raise for you?
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Siegbert Wilzig in Auschwitz

Explain to students that the Holocaust resulted in the systematic murder of 6 million 
Jews. However, these statistics may obscure the stories of individuals who endured this 
unprecedented brutality and that survivor testimony is one way to learn about personal 
experiences. 

Screen the film I’m Still in Auschwitz: Part Two which focuses on Siegbert Wilzig’s 
experiences of forced labor, deportation to Auschwitz, the selection process at 
Auschwitz, and Siegbert’s descriptions of the deaths of his parents.

Middle School Modification 

Use Part Two of the Life and Death in Camps Graphic Organizer which includes 
the following points about the step-by-step nature of the Holocaust. 

Explain that while the Holocaust unfolded step-by-step from 1933 to 1945, the intensity 
of persecution escalated and intensified. Emphasize the following points:
● From 1933 to 1938, Germany persecuted Jews within its boundaries and stripped 

them of citizenship rights.
● After annexing Austria in 1938 and invading the Soviet Union in 1941, Nazi 

Germany escalated its persecution of Jews towards annihilation.
● The steps of Jewish persecution during the Holocaust included ghettoization, 

deportations, forced labor, and massacres.
● At least three-quarters of all Jews under Nazi or Nazi-allied controlled territory 

died during the Holocaust.
● Between 1941 and 1943, 225,000 Jews were killed per month, on average with 

more than 325,000 per month murdered between 1942 and 1943.
● It took time for the Nazi Regime to build its installations of mass murder, with the 

Holocaust starting with bullets and moving towards the systematic destruction 
relying on gas chambers.

● The use of gas chambers started with moving vans before construction of 
chambers at Dachau, Sachsenhausen, and Mauthausen.

● Sites for death camps were chosen for their remoteness in the East but their 
proximity to railroads.
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Ask students: 
What do Siegbert’s statements about not knowing about Auschwitz, gas chambers, 
and crematoria reveal about the Holocaust? 

Screen, I’m Still in Auschwitz: Part Three which focuses on Siegbert’s description of 
survival in Auschwitz, death marches, and liberation in 1945.

Have students discuss with a partner their emotional reaction to the film and Siegbert’s 
descriptions of how he survived and what he endured until liberation. Provide time for 
students to listen and speak with one another, expressing the feelings that this film 
elicited. 

Distribute the Unstoppable Siggi B. Wilzig Images and Quotations Handout which 
includes photos and quotations from Joshua M. Greene’s biography about Siegbert, 
Unstoppable. These excerpts focus on Siegbert’s time in Auschwitz, elaborating on the 
ways he worked to survive, the experience of seeing his father die, and the way he and his 
friend, Lothar Nartelski, relied on each other to survive.

Note to Teachers

Excerpts from Joshua M. Greene’s Unstoppable have been modified for length and clarity 
for this exercise.

Discuss with the class the step-by-step process of the Holocaust that Siegbert desribes 
in the film, asking students to respond to:
● Forced labor
● Deportation
● Selection at Auschwitz

Focus on the following statements Siegbert made in the film: 
“We didn’t know there was an Auschwitz.”
“I didn’t know that people would be burned and gassed.” 

Note to Teachers

The film I’m Still in Auschwitz includes visuals and verbal descriptions of the Holocaust 
that may be difficult for some students to experience. 
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Middle School Modification 

Use Part Three of the Life and Death in Camps Graphic Organizer in order to help 
students organize their reflective writing.

Allow time for students to discuss the details of Siegbert’s experiences at Auschwitz in 
small groups, focusing on the guiding question:

What about the Holocaust can be learned by knowing about the experience of one 
person?
How does knowing about Siegbert Wilzig influence the way you think about the 
Holocaust?

Conclusion

End the lesson by providing time for students to engage in independent reflective writing. 

Ask students to compare the experiences of looking at a timeline and a map of death and 
concentration camps with learning about Siegbert Wilzig’s particular experiences and 
write about what each entry point provides in terms of their intellectual and emotional 
understandings of the Holocaust. 
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Life and Death in Camps Graphic Organizer

Part One

I Cannot Forget  by Alexander Kimel

Do I want to remember?
The peaceful ghetto, before the raid:

Children shaking like leaves in the wind.
Mothers searching for a piece of bread.

Shadows, on swollen legs, moving with fear.
No, I don’t want to remember, but how can I forget?

Do I want to remember, the creation of hell?
The shouts of the Raiders, enjoying the hunt.

Cries of the wounded, begging for life.
Faces of mothers carved with pain.
Hiding Children, dripping with fear.

No, I don’t want to remember, but how can I forget?

Do I want to remember, my fearful return?
Families vanished in the midst of the day.

The mass grave steaming with vapor of blood.
Mothers searching for children in vain.

The pain of the ghetto, cuts like a knife.
No, I don’t want to remember, but how can I forget?

Do I want to remember, the wailing of the night?
The doors kicked ajar, ripped feathers floating the air.

The night scented with snow-melting blood.
While the compassionate moon, is showing the way.

For the faceless shadows, searching for kin.
No, I don’t want to remember, but I cannot forget.

Do I want to remember this world upside down?
Where the departed are blessed with an instant death.
While the living condemned to a short wretched life,

And a long tortuous journey into unnamed place,
Converting Living Souls, into ashes and gas.

No. I Have to Remember and Never Let You Forget.
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Life and Death in Camps Graphic Organizer

Part One

How does this poem make you feel?

What imagery stands out to you? Why?

How may the poet have felt when writing this poem?

What questions does this poem raise for you?

Vocabulary

Ghetto:

Mass grave:
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Part Two

Reflect and write about today’s lesson about the Holocaust which included a map of 
concentration and death camps, a timeline of the step-by-step process of the Holocaust, 
and an account of Siegbert Wilzig who survived Auschwitz and Mauthausen.

Use these sentence stems to organize your reflections.

Studying the Holocaust made me feel                                                               because 

                                                          .

The Holocaust happened step-by-step.

From 1933 to 1938, Germany persecuted Jews within its boundaries and stripped them 
of citizenship rights.

After annexing Austria in 1938 and invading the Soviet Union in 1941, Nazi Germany 
escalated its persecution of Jews towards annihilation.

The steps of Jewish persecution during the Holocaust included ghettoization, 
deportations, forced labor, and massacres.

At least three-quarters of all Jews under Nazi or Nazi-allied controlled territory died 
during the Holocaust.

Between 1941 and 1943, 225,000 Jews were killed per month, on average with more than 
325,000 per month murdered between 1942 and 1943.

It took time for the Nazi Regime to build its installations of mass murder, with the 
Holocaust starting with bullets and moving towards the systematic destruction relying on 
gas chambers.

The use of gas chambers started with moving vans before construction of chambers at 
Dachau, Sachsenhausen, and Mauthausen.

Sites for death camps were chosen for their remoteness in the East but their proximity to 
railroads.

Part Three
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I noticed                                                when looking at the timeline of the Holocaust because

                                                               .

I now understand                                                             about the Holocaust because

                                                               .

Learning about one person’s experience surviving the Holocaust gave me

                                                            perspective because                                                              .

Learning about Siegbert Wilzig made me feel                                                           because

                                                                 .
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Timeline of the Holocaust:

1933-1945

1933

January 30 Adolf Hitler appointed Chancellor of Germany

April 1 Boycott of Jewish shops and businesses 

April 7 Laws barring Jews from holding civil service, university, and state positions

May Public burning of books written by Jews and others 

July 14 Law stripping East European Jewish immigrants of German citizenship

1934

August 2 Hitler proclaims himself Führer and Armed Forces swear allegiance to 
him

1935

May 31 Jews barred from serving in German military

September 15 antisemitic Nuremberg Laws enacted

November 15 Germany defines a Jew as anyone with three Jewish grandparents 
or two Jewish grandparents who identify as Jewish 

1936

March 3 Jewish doctors barred from practicing medicine in Germany

July Sachsenhausen concentration camp opens

1937

July 15 Buchenwald concentration camp opens

1938

March 13 Austria is annexed by Germany; antisemitic laws extend into Austria

April 26 Jews forced to register property 

October 28 17,000 Polish Jews living in Germany are expelled 
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November 9-10 Kristallnacht (Night of Broken Glass): Pogrom where 200 
synagogues are destroyed, 7,500 Jewish shops are looted, and 30,000 male Jews 
are sent to Dachau, Buchenwald, and Sachsenhausen concentration camps

November 12 Jews are forced to transfer businesses to “Aryans” 

November 15 All Jewish students are expelled from German schools

1939

September 1 Germany invades Poland and World War II begins

October 28 First Polish ghetto established in Piotrków

November 23 Jews in German-occupied Poland forced to wear arm band or yellow 
star

1940

May 7 Lodz Ghetto is sealed with 165,000 people forced into 1.6 square miles

May 20 Concentration camp established at Auschwitz 

November 16 Warsaw Ghetto sealed with 500,000 people 

1941

February 1 Polish Jews are rounded up and transferred to the Warsaw Ghetto

September 28-29 34,000 Jews massacred at Babi Yar

October Auschwitz II (Birkenau) established for extermination

December 8 Chelmo extermination camp begins operating 

1942

January 20 Wannsee Conference in Berlin; plans for Jewish destruction are 
outlined

March 17 Jewish extermination begins in Belzec

May Extermination begins in Sobibor

July 22 Treblinka concentration camp established
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Summer/Winter Deportation of Jews from Belgium, Croatia, France, Holland, 
Poland, Greece, and Norway to death camps 

1943

April 19 Warsaw Ghetto revolt begins with Jews resisting ghetto liquidation

May Liquidation of Warsaw Ghetto

Fall Liquidation of ghettos in Minsk, Vilna, and Riga

1944

July 24 Russia liberates Majdanek camp

November 8 Death march of 40,000 Jews from Budapest to Austria 

1945

January 17 Auschwitz evacuations begin, followed by death march

January 25 Death march begins at Stutthof

April 6 Death march begins at Buchenwald

May 8 Germany surrenders and World War II ends 

Over six million Jews are murdered by Nazi Germany and its allies and 
collaborators between 1933 and 1945
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Map of Concentration and Death Camps

(Courtesy of US Holocaust Memorial Museum) 
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(Arbeit Macht Frei- Auschwitz Gate)

“The man plunged a needle into Siegbert’s left arm and blood oozed out as he tattooed 
the number 104732 into his flesh.”

“‘You know, Siegbert said, ‘because I could outwit the guards, I always felt superior to 
them. I hated them. I hated their brutality, their inhuman behavior… So even though they 
had the guns and did all the killing, I felt superior.”

“It snowed the night Siegbert’s train arrived at Auschwitz, and a cold wind blew across 
the Birkenau station platform. While trying to climb down from the high cattle cars, 
some of the older people lost their balance and fell to the ground.”

“Nine out of every ten people murdered in Auschwitz were Jews.”

Unstoppable Siggi B. Wilzig Images and Quotations Handout 
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“‘I sneaked into the Auschwitz hospital and heard one prisoner doctor talking 
to someone in Polish. I spoke some Polish, so I asked him, ‘Do you need help? 
I have experience as a male nurse.’ To make a long story short, the man gave 
me the job. He was just impressed that I spoke Polish.”

“In a truck, Siegbert overheard SS saying they could use someone with experience 
to do their laundry. ‘Oh, I worked in a laundry for years,’ Siegbert lied. They gave him 
the job and for a while he washed laundry.”

(Auschwitz Birkenau)

“‘My father’s last words were, ‘Son, in Berlin you kept kosher… But here, you 
will need your strength and you’re gonna be alone. Who’s gonna take care of 

you?’... [after his father was murdered in the Auschwitz hospital] Siegbert 
covered his father with a blanket and walked away before prisoners arrived 

to cart the bodies to the crematorium. He didn’t cry when they took his 
father’s body away. Had he shown any emotion, the SS would have thrown 

him on the wagon and sent him with the dead bodies to be cremated.”
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“One evening the guards stopped the death march and ordered prisoners to sleep 
in the snow… Siegbert and his friend Lothar Nartelski crawled up to a barn door 
hoping to catch some of the warmth and huddled together under their one 
threadbare blanket… Siegbert saw vapor rising from a tall pile of straw mixed with 
horse and cow manure. ‘You see the steam coming off that dung?’ Siegbert 
whispered to Lothar. ‘We’re moving over there.’ The two friends crawled next to the 
pile of manure and absorbed whatever warmth it offered.. And survived one more 
night on the death march from Auschwitz.”

(Barbed wire) 

“Siegbert described, ‘You never knew if something you did would save you 
or kill you.’”
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“On the day of his liberation, nineteen-year-old Siegbert was skin and bones and 
weighed less than ninety pounds. He was nearly dead from exhaustion, 
malnutrition, and pneumonia. ‘I cried not for myself. I cried for those others.’”

(Death March)
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“‘Unless you were there,’ Siegbert commented years later, ‘you can’t 
imagine how horrifying a nightmare it was.’”



LESSON THREE

Call to Action: The Importance of 
Teaching the Holocaust, 

Fighting Holocaust Denial, and 
Taking Personal Responsibility 

to Stand Up to Injustice
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Description 

This lesson focuses on Siggi B. Wilzig’s life in the United States after liberation, 
emphasizing his involvement in Holocaust education. 

Students conduct a visual analysis of a photograph of Siggi. This will raise questions 
about Siggi’s life after surviving Auschwitz. 

Next, students will view excerpts of I’m Still in Auschwitz while reading and discussing 
excerpts from Unstoppable in order to learn more about Siggi’s engagement in Holocaust 
education and preservation of memory. 

The lesson concludes with students reflecting upon and discussing ways that they can 
further their own Holocaust education while participating in the work of continuing 
Holocaust memory. 

Themes
● Life after Persecution: Survivors like Siggi B. Wilzig continued living after the 

Holocaust, building families, and carrying the weight of their trauma. 
● Remembering the Holocaust: Survivors like Siggi B. Wilzig remained committed to 

Holocaust memory in order to honor the dead and prevent further persecution. 

Learning Objectives
By the end of this lesson, students will be able to:
● Recognize the way antisemitism continued to impact the lives of Holocaust 

survivors even after liberation.
● Reflect upon the value of preserving Holocaust memory and recognize their own 

role in educating others about the Holocaust. 
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Materials
● Siggi B. Wilzig Photos Handout
● I’m Still in Auschwitz: Part Five 
● Call to Action Graphic Organizer (Middle School)
● Unstoppable Siggi B. Wilzig Quotations Handout

LESSON PROCEDURES
Activator 

Begin the lesson by asking students to turn-and-talk to a partner, focusing on the 
following questions:

Why should people remember the Holocaust today?
How can Holocaust education challenge people who deny the Holocaust?

Telling Stories with Photos

Show students a photo of Siggi B. Wilzig speaking in front of West Point cadets at the 
United States Military Academy. 

Have students independently write a caption for this image. Have them consider the 
question: 

What story of survival does this photograph tell?

Supporting Questions
1. What does it mean to be a Holocaust survivor?
2. How did Auschwitz impact Siggi B. Wilzig for the rest of his life?
3. Why did Siggi B. Wilzig keep Holocaust memory alive?
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Explain to students that they will spend the lesson focusing on one particular story of a 
survivor’s life after the Holocaust and the ways in which Siggi B. Wilzig committed his 
energy and attention to Holocaust education and the preservation of Holocaust memory. 

Middle School Modification 

Use Part One of the Call to Action Graphic Organizer in order to help students 
organize their thinking as they write captions and a unifying statement about the 
narrative the photos tell as a set. 
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Middle School Modification 

Use Part Two of the Call to Action Graphic Organizer which provides space for 
students to organize their reflections using sentence stems. 

Promoting Holocaust Education

Inform the class that Siggi was dedicated to preserving the memory of the Holocaust 
through education.

Screen I’m Still in Auschwitz: Part Five which focuses on Siggi’s philanthropy and 
involvement in Holocaust education. 

Discuss with students as a whole class the following statements made by Siggi in the 
film:

“Never can anyone describe the scenes. If you hear it a thousand times, the 
chances are you are not capable of believing it.”
“I don’t think I could live without the nightmares. It gives me a very ultra-realistic 
difference between life and death.”



Distribute the  Unstoppable Siggi B. Wilzig Quotations Handout which provides students 
with a deeper understanding of Siggi’s work with Holocaust memory and education. 

After reading the quotations from Unstoppable found on the handout, have students work 
in small groups to discuss the question: 

Why would Siggi work so hard to preserve the memory of the Holocaust?
What does it mean for society to remember the past, even a past that is full of 
trauma?

47

Conclusion

Tell students that there are people today who deny the Holocaust. Ask the class: 
What would you say to people who deny the Holocaust?
What responsibility do you feel after reading parts of Unstoppable and learning 
about Siggi B. Wilzig’s life?

Read to students the following statement:
“While most people stood by and did nothing, there were some righteous gentiles 
that put their own safety or families at risk of arrest or death to help others.” 

Conclude the lesson by having students discuss the role that they can play in preserving 
Holocaust memory, like the role played by rightous gentiles who risked their own lives to 
shelter and protect the Jews among them. Remind students that memory is preserved in 
lots of ways- monuments and memorials, museums, art, music, and poems, among other 
ways. 

Generate a list of local ways that they can involve themselves in continuing to learn and 
teach about the Holocaust in ways that connect to them emotionally and intellectually.

Middle School Modification 

Use Part Three  of the Call to Action Graphic Organizer which provides space for 
students to organize their reflections using sentence stems. 

Return to the image of Siggi at West Point. Have them revise their captions and the 
one-sentence statement about the story of survival told by this photograph. Explain to 
students that they now have much more information about Siggi and his life and that 
there is an importance to telling a more accurate story now that they are better informed 
about his life and experiences.



Siggi B. Wilzig Photo Handout

(West Point)



Call to Action Graphic Organizer 

Part One

Write a caption for this photograph.
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This photograph of Siggi B. Wilzig can teach us

about survival because

As a Holocaust survivor, Siggi 

                                                      and he did 

                                     for people in America.

Write one sentence detailing Siggi’s story of survival.



Part Two

Use the sentence stems to respond to Siggi B. Wilzig’s statements about Holocaust nightmares and 
memories from I’m Still in Auschwitz: Part Five.

Part Three

Use the sentence stems to respond to the questions below regarding Holocaust memory and education.

Siggi believed that people who did not 

survive the Holocaust could not fully 

understand it because 

Siggi’s nightmares were important to him 

because

“Never can anyone describe 
the scenes. If you hear it a 
thousand times, the chances 
are you are not capable of 
believing it.”

“I don’t think I could live without 
the nightmares. It gives me a 
very ultra-realistic difference 
between life and death.”

Why would Siggi work so hard 
to preserve the memory of the 
Holocaust?

What does it mean for society to 
remember the past, even a past 
that is full of trauma?

Siggi worked hard to preserve the memory 

of the Holocaust because

It is important for society to remember the 

past because
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 Unstoppable Siggi B. Wilzig Quotations Handout

“West Point, or the United States Military Academy, was the training ground for the 
highest echelon of America’s military officers. Americans, possibly including 
graduates of West Point, had liberated Siggi from the concentration camp 
Mauthausen, and if ever there was another Holocaust these were the men and 
women who would again be called upon to respond. More than two hundred cadets 
filled the West Point auditorium on December 9, 1975, to hear Siggi’s talk.”

“When I was a child,’ Siggi began, ‘someone in uniform was someone to be afraid 
of. But I’m honored by your invitation to address you here. You’ll need to know 

what Jews went through in the Holocaust so that you will be vigilant that it never 
happens again.”

“A student raises his hand. “Can something be done to prevent the Holocaust 
from happening again?”
“I will tell you what can be done,” Siggi said. “Speak out against this foul 
Holocaust denial that’s spreading...”

“Holocaust denial is the worst thing that can happen to a survivor,” Siggi told the 
audience, “it is obscene to deny the murder of innocent people. And if this is 

happening now, what will happen when we survivors are gone? That’s when you, 
young people, will share the burden and privilege of keeping the memory alive.”

“My good friend Eli Wiesel once said, ‘Those who do nothing stand not with the 
victims but with the murderers.”
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 Unstoppable Siggi B. Wilzig Quotations Handout

“You are the future of America... Don’t say to yourself, I’m Catholic. I’m 
Protestant. I’m Black. I’m Hispanic. It doesn’t concern me.”

“Remember the words of Martin Niemoller, a prominent Protestant pastor who 
spent the last seven years of his life in concentration camps.

Pastor Niemoller said, ‘first they came for the Socialists, and I did not speak out 
because I was not a Socialist. Then they came for the Trade Unionists, and I did 
not speak out because I was not a Trade Unionist. Then they came for the Jew,s 

and I did not speak out because I was not a Jew. Then they came for me - and 
there was no one left to speak for me.’

That is why it is up to you, Black and White, Christian and Jew alike. You help us 
fight this denial now because no one is immune.”

“Siggi’s son Alan remembered that moment at West Point. Even as a ten-year-old, 
he knew there was something unusual about so many soldiers in crisp uniforms, 
sitting up straight, all in rows, with tears streaming down their faces.”

“Siggi had fulfilled his vows to never starve again, to raise healthy productive 
Jewish children, and to help preserve Holocaust memory.”
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